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Land Assemb on _Land Pooling a wners
Participation as a rnative t rge Sc Lan
Irgguisition in Delhi.

v
J,.. Introduction

The process of planned development of the National Capital
began with the enactment of the Delhi Development Act, 1957 and
was followed by notification of the Master Plan of Delhi (MPD) in
1962.

5 The MPD-1962 set out the broad vision for the development of
g)elhl and, v;wth a view to realizing the development plan underiying
f:his vision, a scheme of Large Scale Acquisition and Development of
Land was also formulated. The aim of the latter was to ensure that
he spatial pattern of development and use of land could conform to
the developiment plan and infrastructure and services could be laid
out to match the same. At that early stage, the philosophy of public
sector led growth and development process formed the backbone of
blanned development , with very little private participation in terms
of development of both, shelter and infrastructure services. This

osition continued in the Master Plan for Delhi 2001 till the process
'rf economic reforms was initiated in the early nineties.

The unprecedented growth in the population of Delhi
continued with 138 lakh in 2001 as against the MPD-2001
projection of 128 lakh, with inevitable implications and impact in
terms of shelter, including squatter settlements, and other
infrastructure facilities. The shortage is particularly acute in the
housing sector. Based on the projected population of 230 lakh by
2021, the estimated additional housing stock required will be
around 24 jakh dwelling units. This includes an estimated housing
requirement of 20 lakh dwelling units for additional population and
backlog of about 4 lakh units comprising of 1 lakh net shortage and
the rest by dilapidated and kutcha structures requiring replacement.
Even if the assumptions regarding the extent of housing that could
‘be met by redevelopment of the existing areas actually materialize,
there would still be a need for the development of housing to the
extent of at least 75,000 DUs per annum in different categories. The
'shortage of non - residential , especially commercial space, in the
\city has also been a major concern. It is a well-known fact that the
widespread commercial use of residential premises( not in
compliancé thh the Master Plan provisions prevailing at that time)
has been the root-cause of the problem of the sealing drive, which
has been undertaken pursuant to the directions of the Supreme
Court and High Court of Delhi. Similarly, the requirements of the
growing population, in terms of physical and social infrastructure
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(such as schools, hospitals etc) have to be met concurrently with
creatlon of housing stock to provide the necessary quality of life
fgr the citizens.

|i MPD 2021 acknowledges that with the necessity for creation of
frastructure to support growth of the city at this scale, the present
i:TOlICV of large scale development and acquisition and its relevance in
the present context needs a thorough relook. There is a need to
éxplore alternative options for development of areas identified for
urbamzatiori in MPD-2021; to evolve a system under which planning
for, and provision of basic infrastructure could take place
élmultaneously, and also to involve the private sector in the
ssembly and development of land and provision of infrastructure
services.
| :
Howe*er, at the same time , for a fast growing and large city
like Delhi, there is a need to put in place a sustainable land policy,
hich is backed by effective implementation and affordability of
land/houses for common citizens. Simultaneously, the implications
on the environment due to the already existing strain on
ﬁnfrastructure also need to be kept in view. Another important
dimension of any land policy for a city like Delhi is the issue of
adequate and just compensation to those persons who are displaced
by land acquisition for urban habitation.
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2. The Scheme of Large Scale Land Acquisition,
I Development and Disposal
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| In 1961, the Scheme of Large Scale Land Acquisition,
Development and Disposal Policy was approved by the MHA and is
rn operation till date.

However, the pace of development of land has not been
satisfactory rpght ifrom the MPD-1962. As against an annual target
of 1372 ha only an average of 777 ha of land was annually
acquired in the period 1962-1981. As against 24,000 ha, only 9507
ha were acquired between 1981-2001, a mere 39.6% of the target.
Against a target of about 14,479 ha to be developed in 1961-1981,
only 7316 ha were developed by 1984. Under MPD-2001, the
target achieved for serviced land to be provided in the various sub-

cities was only 48%. In view of the unsatisfactory position on this

account over a long period of time, it is necessary to review and
reconsiderithe current scheme of Large Scale Land Acquisition,
Development and Disposal by DDA.







